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SENTENCE OF CONSECRATION, 


The Rectory, Wardens and Vestrymen of ST. PETER!S 
CHURCH, GERMANTOWN, PHILADELPHIA COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA, 
having requested me to consecrate and set apart the 
House of Worship erected in and for the said Parish: 


BE IT KNOWN, that on this Seventh day of November 
in the year of our Lord, one thousand, eight hundred 
and eighty with the rites and solemnities prescribed, 

I have duly consecrated and set apart the said House 

of Worship; separating it henceforth from all unhaliowed 
ordinary and common uses; and dedicating it to Almighty 
God, for reading and preaching His Holy Word, for 
celebrating His Holy Sacraments, for offering His 
Glorious Majesty the sacrifices of Prayer and Thanks- 
giving, and for the performance of all other Holy 
Offices, through Jesus Christ our Lord, : : 
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IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my 
hand and seal, at St. Peter's, Germantown, this 
Seventh day of November, in the year of our Lord, 
one thousand, eight hundred and eighty, and in the 
Nineteenth year of my consecration, 


(Signed) William Bacon Stevens 


Bishop of Pennsylvania. 


Seal Affixed, 


1873 ~- 1973 


The minutes of the Vestry meetings of 
St. Peter's Church, Germantown, and the 
memories of the Congregation have been the 
source of a weekly series of fifty-two in= 
serts in the Sunday leaflet during the 
Anniversary Year 1973, 


In order to share these more widely, _ 


this booklet has been prepared. 


Our love and appreciation is given to 
"the researcher and author" MR. JOHN WALKER, 
Senior Warden, and to MRS. MARGOT WATCHORN 
and MISS LOUISE WIDDICK, the "compilers, 


printers and binders", 


While fifty-two Sundays seemed to be 
a long time in January 1973, one hundred 
years proved to be much longer so that we 
look forward to a continuation covering 
the last decade of our first century. 


Ste Peter's of Germantown 
6000 Wayne Avenue 
Philadelphia, Pas 191) 


e». J] ~ 
1073 = 1973 
In the beginning ===.. 

There were those people who lived then who 
are little more than names to us nowe. Mre HeHe | 
Houston, the Reve Theodore Sill Rumey, they are more 
than just names of so long ago, but Mr. Edmund Cren- 
shaw, Mre Charles Bullock, Mr. Joseph Barry and so 
many others - to most of us just«names of so long agoe 

They become more than names, though, as we 
learn of our founding through the records of their 
lives as they gave of themselves in-the early years 
of St. Peter's, | | 

For so many of us now, almost the only pere 
son we knew who lived then and was still alive was 
Mrs. Hodge. 

Mrs. Hodge was three years old when the 
Church was being built, in 1673, and she remembered 
walking down the then unpaved Wayne Street with her 
father, Mre E.. Crenshaw, to see how the building 
was coming alonge | | | 

Perhaps, as Ste Peter's Church, Germantown, 
begins its Centennial Year, we could live for awhile 
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Mrse Hodge's father was Mr. Edmund: Austin 


Crenshaw and today you may walk down the center 
aisle and touch Pew ;/39 where he worshiped with his 
wife Mary and their three children, Rebecca Ry _ 
Edward he, end Margaret Dullock Crenshaw (our Mrse 
Hodge ) e 

Mre EeAe Crenshaw was a Virginia boy, a 
birthright Quaker, whose family moved to Philadel- 
phia in the 1040'se Mr. Crenshaw was educated at 
Haverford College and with Mr. Charles Bullock came 


to own a wholesale druggist firm at 520 Arch Streete 
Like Mr. Bullock, Mr. Crenshaw was an ‘Incorporator" 


of Ste Peter's Church, Germantown, and he was a man 
of dignity, courteous and gentle in demeanor, Mr. 
Crenshaw was the Accounting Warden of Ste Peter's 
Church from tts inception until his death, quite 
suddenly of pneumonia in 109) at the age of 60 yYSe 
If you are at the Gospel side of the 
Altar rail when you take the body and the blcod of 
our Lord you will rest your hands on the half of 
the rail that was given by Mr. Crenshaw's family 
in memory of hims the Epistle Side of the rail is 
a Memorial to his daughter, Rebecca, who died of 
Bright's Disease at the age of 35 years, 
Perhaps you will think of them for a 


moment as you kneele 
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Well, the Church was built and little Miss 
Margaret Crenshaw, age three, could go with her 
Father up the board walk and the board steps that 
led to the front door, and in. 

There it wase Complete with Altar, Organ, 
Pews and gas lighting. Yet not quite complete for 
there was no carpet for the Church, and no Priest for 
it either. To meet these necessities the Corporators 
of the Church met on the night of Nov. 6th, 1673, and 
on motion (1) Mrs. Houston, Mrs. Barry and Mrs. 
Crenshaw were appointed a Committee to select a 
Carpet for the Churche When it came to selecting | 
a Rector, though, that was man business, and those 
men knew just who they wanted; the Rev. Teoe Rumney. 
On Motion (2) the Reve Theodore Sill Rumey, Doctor 
of Divinity was unanimously elected and the Secretary 
of the Vestry was directed to inform hime And so it 
was that Dre Rumney became the first Rector of Ste 
Peter's. 

The “Carpet for the Church" was to remain 7 
there for all of ten years, but Dr. Rumney's Rector- 
ship was to last for all of thirty. He lived to 
see the parish he loved and served so well placed 


on a strong and sure foundation. 
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At the same meeting of the "Corporators" 
on Nove 6, 1073» the Messrs Crenshaw, Barry and 
Bedlock were appointed a Committee to Draft a 
Charter for Ste Peteris Church, Germantown, and to 
report at the next meeting which was to be held on 
November 17e i 

| At this meeting the Committee presented 
a Draft of the Charter which, after a lengthy dis- 
cussion, was approved unanimously. | 

In a mecting of the Vestry in April of 
107h on motion of Mr. HH. Houston, who had been 
selected by the Rector as his Warden, the Rector 


was authorized and requested to send a copy of the 
Charter to the Bishop. The Secretary was directed 


to leave a copy of the same and the original 
E Charter, if required, with the Secretary of the 
Standing Committee, as directed by the Cannons, 
in order to qualify the Church for admission into 


the Conventione 

In May, a communication from John Clayton, 
Secretary of the Standing Committee of the Diocese, 
stated that as the Charter differed materially from 
the form preseribed by the Convention, the Standing 


Committee declined to recommend its approval to the 


Conventione 
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Whereupon, it was unanimously Resolved that 
as, in the opinion of the Vestry, the Charter con= 
tained all the requirements of the Constitution and . 
Cannons of the Church, and was loyal in all essential 
principals of the Church in regard to Loctrine, Dis- 
cipline and Worship, they would not alter or change 
the Charter, The Secretary was directed to express 
to the Standing Committee, that they would not press 
their admission upon the Convention, and would withe 
draw, for the present, their application for the sames - 

Perhaps the Standing Committee had under- 
estimated the temper and the resolution of these men 
and of the growing importance of this Church, for in 
the next meeting of the Vestry, in June of 187h, Dre 
Rumney was happy to announce that at the May meeting 
of the Annual Convention of the Diocese this Church 
was admitted into union with the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in the Diocese. 

Even before this, in late Lecember of 1673, 
it was felt that a Choir would be helpful to lead in 
the singing of hymns and the sung portions of the 


services And right away there were volunteers. 
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Mrse Edward Peabody said she would play 
the organ until a professional organist TET be 
obtained, Mre Peabody said he was a fair tenor and 
Mre Jebe Barry said his Miss Mary and Miss Isabelle 
and Mr. Ed would all sing. The choir was on its 
way This choir was to sing together for Hostia 
two and a half years. 

Pew Rents for June of 167) would amount 
to $16h€.CC, the coal bill had been paid, Dr. 
Rumey's salary of $2500 per annum and the Sexton's 
of ¿2C per fone were not anything to worry about, 
so the Vestry felt justified in employing a proe 
fessional Organist, Mr. Adolphus Glose, at a salary 


of $250 per annum and carfare. There was the 


matter of $50 a month for the rental of a Parsonage, 


and paying Mr. Keenan $1 each Sunday for blowing the 


organ, some further grading was needed, a little 
here and a little there, but there were nearly a 
hundred fifty people coming to Church each Sunday 


within seven months of its opening, 
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So Mr. Glose was hired as Organist at $250 
per annum and Miss Mary and Miss Belle and Mre Ede 
Barry, who sang bass and was the Leader of the Choir, 
all sang away happily - and for free - and more people 
came into the Church and all was well. 

Yet some of the Vestry members must have 
been a little uneasy for in October of 187h, just 
four months later, on motion by Mr. Crenshaw, a 
"Committee to Investigate the Debt of the Church" 
was appointed and at the November meeting the Camn- 
ittee reported that its members, the Rector, Mre 
Crenshaw, Mr. J.D. Darry and Mr. Edward Bullock, 
“had anxiously considered the matter on which they 
were appointed and were appalled at the magnitude 
of the debt, amounting to $33,(CC. That they could 
devise no means to pay the same or the interest 
thereon, and the Committee thinks that the attempt 
to collect the same will certainly result in a 
Scattering of the Congregation and a consequent loss, 
and not gain, to the income of the Church, and the 
Committee ask to be discharged from the further con- 
Sideration of the subject." Whereupon, on motion, 


the Committee was discharged, 


Now what to do? 
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Now what? Well, perhaps to have the 
Vestry feel that something constructive could yet 
come from that fateful meeting of November 1867h, 


Mre HeHe Houston made his first motion of the night, 


and it was resolved that a collection be taken up 
to meet the bill of Mee Pooley for grading (this 
was a bill for $216) and then his second motion of 
the night, that the meeting be adjourned. Mr, 
HeHe Eouston was a very wise, and kindly, man. 


At the very next meeting, Dece 7th, 1074, 


the anxieties of the Vestry were soothed tremen= 
dously -- the minor reason being that Pew Rents 
for the twelve months had amounted to $3857.C0, 
Sunday Offerings had amounted to $1,CCh.CC, 
Receipts fran Miscellaneous Sources (such as from 
the Concert for the Church, given by the Choir, 
and tre sale of Pictures of the Church) had 
brought in the amount of $619.CC, and the Con= 
tributions for Benevolent Purposes amounted to 
another $11C7.CC.e Of course there was a major 
reason too, but this can be gone into later, 
Anyway, everything was going so well 
that when in April of 1875 Mr. Glose requested a 
raise from $250 per annum with carfare, the raise 
was granted and Mr. Glose started receiving $),CO 


and an annual ticket to Germantowne 


St. Peter's was a growing Church - by June 
of 1875 there were 212 Commnicants, the Sunday school. 
building had been completed early in 1874 and now had 
more than 2CC children and teachers attending. 

| Tt is no wonder then that in October ‘of 1075 
the Vestry, upon receiving a communication from Mr. Ed. 


Barry asking that he be paid $35C for singing and lead- 


ing the Choir did, on motion, accede to his request; 
so, for the first time the Volunteer Choir was not 
quite Volunteers. 

- This was an expense that had not been budget- 
ed and others would probably come, so as a precaution 
the Vestry in that same October meeting adopted the 
following Resolutions= “to meet the current expenses 
of the Church be it resolved that the Accounting 
Warden be directed to add $10 per year to all Pew 
Rents paying a rental of $6C or more per annume Said 
assessment to be added to all such bills due on 
December 1st, 180758. 

The assessment was well accepted, for by the 
-end of the year 1676 the amount received from pew 


rentals was in excess of $yCCO.CC. 
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So. all would seem well again, but as 
Father Lee used to say, “Not. sole For in Sept- 
omber of that year - 1876 - there was read to the 
Vestry a communication addressed «bo the Reve Dre. 
Rumney which said, in part, "My daughters request 
me to present to you this as their resignation as 
Members of the Choir of Ste Peter's Church", and 
was ended “Very respectfully yours , Joseph B. Barry". 
á There was another communication, too, at 

this time, this one from Mr. Ed. Barry» asking ` 
whether his services as Leader of the Choir would 
be., continued tor another year after Octobere 

On motion, Dr. Rumey was requested to 
see Mre J.B. Barry and endeavor to have his 
daughters. reeall their resignation and remain in 
the Choire And, on motion, the Music Committee 
was authorized to arrange with Mr. Ed. Barry to 
retain his services as long as his sisters did 
sing in the Choir, and to request that no person, 
except the members of the Choir, be allowed in 
the Organ Roome . 

All of these senha were for naught, 
however, for Miss Belle and Miss Mary and Mr, Ed. 
never did come back to the Choir and in the October 
meeting Mr. JeDe Barry's resignation from the Vestry 


was tenderede 
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"Pew Rents" were the custom in Episcopal 
Churches of a century ago, as they were in Christ's 
Church. from which the majority of our original members 
had come, and at St. Peter's were inaugurated almost 
before parishoners had time to draw their breath. 
From Vestry minutes of Nove 17, 10733 "On 

motion, the Wardens Messrse Crenshaw and Houston were 
appointed a Committee to fix the rent of the pews, 
and to give public notice, in their discretion, that 
on Monday, Lec. lst, between 3 and 5 o'clock the | 
Wardens attend in the Church to rent Pews and Sittings", 

At the meeting Nove 2hth, 1673 "the ona thea 
on Pews produced a plan. of the same, with a scale of 
prices, which was approved". | 

By the end of March 107) Pew Rents collected 
amounted to $1,658eCC. From a Statement of Revenue 
of St. Peter's Church, Germantown, curing the first 
year: "Pew rents from Dec. Ist, 1073 to Dec. Ast, 167h, 
amounted to $3,057.12. Thee are about $100.CC worth 
of good Pew rents which wil be collected, and about 
the same quantity which annot be collected", 

Luplex Envelc*s and pledging came to St. 
Peter's in 1910, but JW Rents were to continue until 
192h. o 

By this tir 4 of our young women and 103 of 
our young men had ¡e to War. And 7 had not returnede 


- 12 œ 


There are still those of our Communicants 
who grew up with Pew Rents at Ste Peter's. Those 
who sat with their parents in their own pew, or 
with their parents or friends in a free pew. 

One Sunday morning two little girls, sis. 
ters, came to Church unaccompanied. They marched 
up the center aisle and sat down in a near-front 


pewe They barely had time to arrange their white 


starched ruffled dresses when an Usher appeared, and 


you may not sit here", he said. ` 
"Why not?", asked one. l | 
Bodáliso you are sitting in Mrs. Creases! pew". 
With this the little girls were led to a 
pew in the far-back. As a point of fact they could 
have been seated just two pews forward from Mrs. 
Creases!, for those were free pews too, but perhaps 
little girls were more squirmy then than little 
girls are nove Would you think? 
Anyway, one of the little Naegele sisters 
sits in a center aisle pew of her own choosing now, 


along with her husband, Mr. William S. Sibson. 


w 12 . 
In the early years of this century the 


parents or grandparents of some whom are still 


communicants held rented pews or sittings year 


after year. 
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There was Mrs. HeH. Houston who had pew #60, 
Jacob and Miss. Jennie Riegel #6, Miss Rittenhouse wil, 
H.C. Riley #96, B.He Shoemaker #81, S.Be Schrack #02, 
Louis Be Runk #66e Fa 

Walnut Lane School girls each Sunday morning 
marched in a body from the School and down the center 
aisle to pews #47, 48 and 49. For which Mrs, T.Be 
Richards paid (school rates) $75.0C each yeare 
Stevens School had pew #83 for $25.CC. 

Pew rents had to be changed from time to 
time - in 1875 to meet the current expenses of the 
Church $1C per year was added to all rentals of $60 
or more per annum and later all pew and sitting 
rates were raised 20%, 

Originally and in general single sittings 
were $10.CO per annum and at their highest became 
$15.CC, half pews were $40.CC and came to be $65 eCO, 
and whole pews were $10C and at their highest 
became $125 .CO. 

Rentals were varied a little according to 
where in the Church the pews were situated, the 
amount which the Committee felt the occupants could 


or be able to paye 
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Excepting four single sittings and two 
one-half rentals, all of the pews to the rear of 
the entering aisle of the Church were Free Pews, 
As were the two rows of pews at the front of the 
Navee 

As far as the rear pews were concerned, 
“individuals and families continued to sit in them 
until Mre McKelvey roped them off in 1967, and 
they left them then with reluctance. These pews 
were in favor too with visitors, perhaps their 
first time in eny Episcopal Church, who needed to 
‘see what the rest of the congregation was doing 
at the time, kneeling, standing or sitting down. 

i During the first fifty years of St. 
Peter's, most of the pews were rented; some as 
full pews, some as half pews, some with two sitt= > 
ings, some with only ones So, actually, there i 
were many seats in the body of the Nave where non= 
rentors could sits although this kept the Ushers 
on their toese. Ran 
Too, if by the time the opening hymn 
had been sung the rentors of pews had not arrived. 
it was generally agreed that they would note 


These seats were then available for nonrentors. 


This made for promptness on the part of the rentorse - 


It is said that Dr. Rumey was the originator of 


this arrangement; Father Keeling saw no reason to ~ 
change ite 
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While the Rev. Theodore Sill Rumey, D.D. 
was with us he was a traveling man. 

With the Church running smoothly in 1679, 
the Vestry resolved unanimously that "three months 
leave of absence be granted him and that his full 
Salary be paid him during his absence, and the Pulpit 
supplied during his absence," 

- So in July of 1879 the Rumney family took 
ship for Europe, and the "Pulpit was supplied" by 
the Rev, Charles Re Bonnell, who was a great and 
loyal man himself, 

When the Rumney family returned there came 
another period of meaningful activity. 

First, Mre HeH. Houston released the Church 
from its debt to him of $3C,CCC.CC 

| Second, a Boy Choir was formed. Members of 
the Young Men's Chapter of St. Peter's Guild had been 
conducting the music of the Sunday School and in 
January of 1000 three of its members stated to the 
Vestry that they "along with such recruits as we can 
obtain are willing to undertake the singing in the 
Church provided the necessary arrangements can be 


made, '* 
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If three arrangements could be provided 
the Young Men!s Chapter felt there would be no 
difficulty in obtaining a successful choir: 
| (1) "the proposed choir to be placed in 
the chancel where stalls would have to be placed 


to receive theme | 
(2) with the choir placed in the chancel 


it will be necessary for them to wear surplices, 
as being the porper dress for that. part of the 
Churche EOR ET 

(3) in order to obtain regular and 
ptnctual attendance on the part of the smaller 
members of the choir, each should receive tiwenty- 
five cents per week. The number of those re- 
ceiving this money would never exceed twenty, so 
that the mata not exceed $26C. The 
leader and older members of the Chapter will 
cheerfully volunteer their services." 

As you recall, Miss Belle, Miss Mary 
and Mr. Ed Barry had resigned in 1676 and the 
only one left in the volunteer choir was Mr. 
Peabodye A paid choir was formed then, con= 
sisting of Mre Pinckney, Mrs. Darling and Mrs. 


Heinrich, each receiving $350 per year. 
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The vestry of 1680 carefully considered this 
proposal as the young men == Henry Suplee, Charles Camm 


and William Cope -= of the Chapter had advanced it to 
them. | 


The Church was in the hole financially. There 


would be the expense of buying and placing choir Stalls, 
the cost of maybe twenty surplices, the chancel rail 
would have to be moved and the organ itself relocated, 
On the other hand, the difference in paying the present 
choir $1,00C each year and, collectively, the "smaller 
members" $260 yearly was a $710 Saving. But a lot of 
new sheet music would have to ve bought, too. And Mr, 
Adolphus Glose = Organist since 1874 - had been rea 
Questing a raise for the last two years, and now if he 
had a choir of 20, instead of 3? 

Happily, though, Dr. Rumney was able to 
assure the Vestry at their next meeting that not any 
of the cost of moving the organ and chancel rail or 
of the purchase of stalls and surplices would fall 
upon the Vestry or Church funds, 

So a Boy Choir was formed, under the leader= 
ship of Mr. Fraser who replaced Mr, Glose as Organiste 
The new choir of sixteen boys and sixteen young men 
from the Young Men's Chapter of St. Peter's Guild 
Started singing in the Church Sept. 19, 1880, at 
annual cost of $228. More parents came regularly to 


Church to hear them singe 
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In March of 1881 the Rector organized 
different activity groups into Chapters of Ste 
Peter's Parish Guilde 

The Chapters weres 1) Attention to 
Strangers; 2) Young men; 3) Young Women; l) Sun- 
day-Schools; 5) Libraries; 6) Sanctuary and Altar; 
7) Church Decoration; &) Care of the Sick and 
Needy; 9) Missionary Sewing; 1C) Employment; 11) 
Mothers !. Meeting; 12) Sewing School; 13) Week-day 
Choir; 14) Finance. | | 

The Brotherhood of Ste John began its 
influential. work in 1801 and proved an effective 
instrumentality in elevating the boyish tendencies 


of some of its members. 
In June of 1683 Mr. Houston informed 


the Vestry of his willingness to contribute $6,CCO 
- towards the erection of a Rectory, provided the 
Congregation would contribute a further sum of 
$2,CCO. 

(Had Mr. George Wigget, who was the 
Sexton at this time, been consulted he would have 
been against any more construction, He had been 
shovelling 0 tons of coal a winter to heat the 
Church and Sunday School Building and could forsee 
another 15 tons for the Rectory. And all those 


ashes § ) 
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But of course Mr. Wigget was not consulted, 
so the Rectory was built in 1883.8), and what with the 
grading that was needed, the installation of gas pipes 
and fixtures for lighting, extra plastering and paint 
ing, drain lines and a septic tank, the total cost was 
$12,140 of which the congregation gave $3,119.20, 

In May of 1004 the Rumey family moved from 
the rented house at the corner of Greene and Harvey 
Sts. that had served as the Rectory since 1873 (rent, 
$600 per annum), but the first Vestry meeting was not 
held in the new Rectory until December, Mectings being 
held at the homes of Mr, R. Singleton Peabody, or Mre 
Henry He Kingston, or a oe He — until 
that date, 

It seems as if the Church was always a 
little in the hole financially, but nevertheless 
there was liberal giving to Episcopal Hospital, 
Germantown Hospital, Indian Missions, Yellow Fever 
Sufferers, Crippled Colored Children, Deaf Mutes, 
Conversion of the Jews, Sheltering Arms, West Virginia 
Mine Disaster Victims, Poor and Needy. You name it, 
gave to it, to the extent of a little more or a little - 


less than $2,C0C each year. 
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Getting well settled in the Rectory, the 
Rector stated to the Vestry in April of 1886 that 
with their approval he desired to visit Europe" 
(again) tthe coming summer" and the Vestry consented 
that Dre Rumney could have three months vacation and 


that he could sublet the rectory for the same period, 
provided he would furnish a substitute in the Reve Ty 


Pe Ege, or some other Suitable person, during his 

* absences | 

3 | There were tro es odos, of the Vestry | 

during the Rector's absence, but at each "no quorum 
(sed) Henry He Kingstone 

In July of 1886 Mr. Jos. A. Schaeffer 

oiled and shellaced the floor of the church and in. 


present". 


October the Secretary was requested to express the 
appreciation of the Vestry to him for his kindness. 

In January of 1087 "There being no 
special business before the Vestry; after general 
conversation in regard to parish matters, the 
meeting adjourned", (sgd) ReS. Peabody. 

And so it went, quietly, through all of 
1887. So quietly that in June of 1888 Dr. Rumney 
“desired to make a short trip to England". The 
Vestry granted him leave of absence for the months 


of July and August for this purposes 


— n 
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It was not long before Dy Rumney again 
"desired to go to Europe" (1892), bi in Ala mean= 
time Mre Crenshaw, now Accounting Wajen throughout 
sixteen years, stated to the Vestry lat there had 
been a considerable increase in pew rats = a raise 
of $300 over the past year ~ and “thaithe revenue 
of the Church for the first time in may years had 
paid all expenses,' | 

Now this was not a healthy thng, evidently, 
for three months later a Committee was opointed for 
the purpose of aegis a subscription fo purchasing - 
a new organe 

In June of 1890 Mr, Crenshaw stated that 
Mr. John Henry Zeilin desired the consant of the 
Vestry for the placing of a fendeta wndow in the 
Church in memory of his mother, Caroline C. Zeilina 

This is the oldest of our menorial windows. 
Mr. Randall sits by it each Sunday moming. 

Our oldest window was via center part of 
the Rose Window high in the back wall of the Church. — 
One hundred years old, stoned out by three neighbor- 
hood boys in 1972, Unfortunately fof them, the | 


center part of the Rose Window was the Recording 
Angele 
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As early as January of 1890 the Committee 
for Raising Funds for a New Organ had met with a 
Me. Jardine, who said he could furnish a suitable 
organ for the sum of $3,300 and would allow $500 
for the old one, at a net cost of $2,000. 


The funds were not available at this times 


moreover, to be considered by the Vestry was the 
matter of whether the Church should be lighted by 


electricitye 
Wayne Avenue had been paved and although 


te Had not yet been trollied, electricity was 
available. but perhaps not too dependable: When 
the Church was lighted by electricity, in 1091, 
the new. fixtures. did not entirely depend on 

, curnon ts They were piped for gas as well. - Une 
_of these fixtures is in the vestibule of the 
Parish House. 

The new organ was one thing and electric 
lighting was another, and in the end the Vestry 
voted for the new organe 

Before cither was concluded, however, 
another problem was presented to the Vestry. JA 


continuing aggravation that called for settlement. 
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In April of 1890 the attention of the Vestry 
was called to the condition of the roof over the 
carriage shed and the privy in same, and the Account. 
ing Warden was requested to have such repairs made as 
he deemed necessary and to furnish the Sexton with a 
stronger lock for Said privy, in order, if possible, 
to exclude tresspassers therefrom, 

At the next meeting Mr. B.A. Crenshaw reporte 
ed that the repairs to the shed had been ordered, but 
in consequence of the Carpenters! strike no work had 
been done yete 

There was some discussion as to the pro- 
priety of asking special police powers for the Sexton; 
the sense of the Vestry appeared to be that it would 
be better to ask for an occasional visit during the 
hours of service from a regular policeman -= the 
trouble complained of was the disorderly conduct of 
some neighborhood boys and young men during services. 

Expenditures of the church for the year 1090 


include "$3.00 for Policeman", 
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With this matter disposed of, the new 
organ was placed in the Church in 1891. In Sept. 
of 1891 it was resolved that the thanks of the 
Vestry be presented to the Committee for procuring 
the new organ, -~ especially to Mr. EeJe Moore as 
Chairman -- for their faithful services in collect= 
ing money and purchasing the organe 

In September too, Mr. Fraser sent in his 
- resignation as Crganist and Choir Master and Mr. 
Henry Staton was employed at $500 per annum. Mre 
Staton did not know it at the time, but he was to 
be the Organist and Choir Master of Ste Peter's 
throughout the next forty yearSe | 

The Church was lighted with electricity 
in 1892. Mr. Charles Bullock, chairman of the 
committee on “Lighting the Church" made a verbal 
report to the Vestry and on motion of Mr. Houston 
the report was accepted with the thanks of the 
Vestry to Mr. Bullock and the Committee for the 
satisfactory manner in which the work had been 
carried to completion. 

Then Dre Rumney again took ship for 
Europee At the age of 67, still hale and heartye 
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Dre Rumney's health was to break, and he 


was to suffer the loss of four friends especially 
dear to him. But not yete 


In November of 1892 the Rector presented a 
letter from Miss Sallie H, Greene Suggesting the 


establishment of a free Kindergarten and Soliciting 
the use of the Sunday School Building for the purpose» 
Permission was given to Miss Greene as requested with 
the proviso that, should the Vestry desire, they 
would be at liberty to withdraw the permission at 

any time after having given reasonable notice. 

"On motion it was ordered that $50 be 
placed at Miss Greene!s disposal should she establish 
the School, with the understanding that the Vestry 
Shall not be responsible for any further expenses e"! 

Miss Greene took the $50, established the 
School, ran it five days a week for six years in the 
Sunday School Building ‘and transferred it to the new 
Parish House in 1900. At no expense to the Church 
or Vestry, other than the $50, w 

William Alcorn and the Alcorn giris, 
Margaret, Frances and Eleanor, and the Dove boys too, 
all went carrying their little wicker lunch baskets 
and learning their ABCs. With Miss Anners as their 


teacher, 
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On Monday, February 19th, 189), it pleased 
Almighty God, in His wise providence, to remove from 
our midst our valued friend and co-worker, Mre Edmund 
Ae Crenshaw, the Accounting Warden of Ste Peter's 
Church since -the formation of the Parish in 1873. 

Deeply sensible of the loss sustained by 
us and the Parish in the death of Mr. Crenshaw, 
while bowing in meck submission to the will of our 
Heavenly Father, we can but voice the sentiment of 
the community that a revered friend, an honored -.. 
citizen, a faithful servant of Christ and a devout 
member of His Church, has passed from us, leaving 
an unsullied record and many hearts to grieve over 
their loss. Eon 

We shall miss his wise counsel, his 
friendly cooperation and his ardent interest in 
the welfare of the Parishe | 

We pray that all may be enabled to say, 
with calm resignation: "The Lord gave, and the 
Lord hath taken away; Blessed be the Name of the 
Lord." | 


=- From the Vestry minutes, 189h. 
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One Joss had come. 

Mr. Samuel W. Wray was elected a Vestryman 
to fill Mr. Crenshaw's unexpired term and Mre Joseph 
S.Perot was appointed to act as Accounting Wardens 

In March of 189) “Whereas Miss Jennie Riegel 
in the goodness of her heart has presented this Church 
with a set of Chimes, and whereas said gift is of _ 
great value to the Church, therefore be it Resolved 
that the thanks of the Vestry are due and are tendered 
to Miss Jennie Riegel for her munificent gift, appre= 
ciating to the fullest extent the feeling which | 
prompted the generous act." | 

The "Chimes", fiftoen tubular bells the 
largest of which weighs 217 pounds, were given in 
loving memory of Miss Jennie Riegel's father, Jacob 
Riegel, and her sister Miss Anna M. Riegel. 

This Mr. Jacob Riegel was our Miss Margue- 
rite Riegel's grandfather, the Misses Jennie and Anna 
Riegel were her aunts, the latter one having died one 
day short of being 19 years olde 

The Vestry meeting after the death of Mre 
Crenshaw "the Rector was unable to attend because 
of illness", 


There was another grief to comee 
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The second loss "entered into rest soon 
after midnight, Friday morning June 21, 1895, 

Henry He Houston," 

There follows, in part, “but his muni- 
ficence was not confined to his own Parishe The 
Church throughout the land - institutions, reli- 


gious and secular - the poor, the struggling, 


the unfortunate, by the scores - rise up and bless . 


his memory. He lived with an open heart and a 
scattering hand, Godis endowments of mind and 
riches were not bestowed on him in vaine Une» 
ostentatious, retiring, full of sympathy for all 
in need and distress, the record of his bounti- 
ful goodness to all who sought help from him 
either by direct application or by their apparent 
necessity alone, is registered in grateful memories 
upon thankful hearts and in the great Book on High, 
rather than in the journals of the world; for he 
sought to give in the sight of God and not of mene" 

Dre Rumney speaks of "the bitterness of 
sorrow", 

There was a third sorrow to come, and yet a 


f ourthe 
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For within the same year of 1895 Samuel Ko.” 
Kille’ was to die. 

Mre Killé was a devout communicant of Ste 
Peter's Church and a member of its Vestry from the 
organization of the Parish until compelled to resign 
from increased feebleness in 1893. 

“Uncomplaining under misfortune - patient 
in sickness - strong in the faith of our Lord Jesus 
Christ =- trustful to the end - we realize that his 
removal from us is to him a blissful exchange," - 

The fourth loss the following year, 1896. 

Mre- Joseph A. Schaeffer. 

A Vestryman of our Church, one of the 
Charter Members of the Corporation. ."He was a warme 
hearted friend, for years an efficient Bible-class 
teacher - was true and faithful as an officer, 
giving personal service in many was not generally 
known in ministering to the comfort of God's peoples 

Quiet and unobstrusive, with simplicity of 
faith and sincerety of action his life was such as 
to commend him to all", 

And so they lived. And died. The Saints 
of God. Remember that we too are the Saints of Gode 
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Their places had to be filled, and the 
Church was lucky: Mre Samuel W. Wray was elected 
to fill Mr. Crenshaw's place on the Vestry, and 
Mre Joseph Se Perot became Accounting Warden; 
immediately after the death of Mr. H.H. Houston 
the Rector appointed Mr. Stephen Greene as his 
Warden and in December of 1895 Mr. Samuel Be Bowen 
was elected to fill the vacancy occasioned by the 
death of Mr. Houston; in December also Mr. William 
Co Rehn was elected to fill the vacancy occasioned 
by the death of Joseph A. Schaeffer. 

These were all good men, very good mene 

It was as if forseen by Mr. H.H. Houston 
that after Mr. Crenshaw!s death and his own, the 
death of Mr. Kille’ and Mr, Schaeffer, Dr. Rumey'ts 
health would be impaireds Mr, Perot stated to the 
Vestry in May of 1096 “that by a provision in the 
will of the late My. Henry He Houston the sum of 
$1,200 per annum was set aside to pay an Assistant 
to the Reve TeS. Rumey, DeD. Rector," 

Mre Perot moved that "the Reve Je 
Marchant Hayman be appointed Assistant Rector of 
Ste Peter's Parish, subject to the approval of 


said Rector," 
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The hand of Mrs. HeH.e Houston proved as © 
scattering as that of her late husband. 

Our beautiful chancel was the gift of 
Mrs. Houston in 1896, in memory of Mr. Houstone 
Qur Parish House the gift of Mrs, Houston in 1898. ` 
in comemoration of the twenty-five years existence 
of the. Parish and of the Rectorship of Upa Rumney 
from its organization. “Mrs. Sallie a. Houston has 
presented to the Rectory Church Wardens and Vestry~ 
men the deed of lot etce! This in 1903, and an. 
1907 the Vestry's expression of thanks to "Mrse . 
Henry H. Houston for her additional liberality in | 
having had erected a handsome Iron Fence for the | 
protection and adornment of the Church property." 

There were other gifts throughout the 
years; all of them not as grand, of course, but all 
so warm and touching -- and needed. This has been 
true of the children and the grandchildren of Mre 
and Mrs. Houston and they too “have sought to give 
not in the sight of men, but of God." | 

Mrs + Sallie Se Houston held the “Houston 
Pewt = No.60, the seventh row back from the pulpit = 
through all of her years at St. Peter's, into the 


early months of 19136 
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Perhaps the reason some of us address a 
Priest as "Father" is because we feel he may need 
reminding that he is a man who has been set apart 
in a very special waye 

From all accounts, our first Rector needed 
this reminder as infrequently as any Priest is ever 
likely to, and yet he welcomed "Father" -- "because 
it strengthens mej" | j 

After fifty-five years in the ministry, 
his letter of resignation says, in part, "my thirty 
years of Rectorship of the Parish of St. Peter's © 
have been the most happy of my life. Peace and 
harmony have prevailed and the unwearied kindness 
of the people of the Parish to their Rector and his 
family have cemented the bond of union between us, 
so that the separation will have the greater 
poignancy." | 

This letter was dated May 23, 1903, and 
by November he was dead, at the age of seventy-eighte 

All who knew the Rev. Theodore Sill Rumney, 
DeDe believed in him - because they knew that he 
believed in Gode | l 

Someday when you are near St. Timothy's, 


Roxborough, visit the grave of our first Rector and 
that of his wife, Annie J. Rumney, so well loved by 


our first Congregatione Also buried there are their 


daughter Eloise, their sons William and Theodore. 


They are located to the right of the front of the 
Churche 
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Of the present members of Ste Peter's, only 
Marguerite Louise Riegel, Thomas Alexander Sayers, 
Frances Catherine and Eleanor Elizabeth Alcorn (Mrse 
E.D. Wilson) were baptised by Dre Rumney Among our 
living friends and former members of Ste Peter's, how 
ever William George and Margaret Jane Alcorn, and 
Rachel Watson were baptised by Dre Rumney, and per- 
haps others who are either former members or are 
Still members. 

| The second Rector of Ste Peter's was the 

Reve Stewart Pegram Keeling, Curate of the Parish 
since 19C1;3 after Dre Rumney's death in November 
of 1903, Mr. Keeling was unanimously elected Rector. 

Perhaps before we get into the Rectorship 
of Mr. Keeling, in an informal history such as this, 
it may be noted that in 1897 Harvey Street became a 
true "Street", paved with red brick, rather than a 
wide path to Wissahickon Creek, as in former years 
it had beens this necessitated the building of our 
Harvey Street wall at a total cost of $1,151.85. 
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And in 1898 Miss Eleanor Clement had in- 
stalled the two stained glass windows of the 
Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin Mary, to the 
Glory of God and in memory of Madame Pauline Clement 
- (these windows are just forward of the Zeilin window 
beside which Mrs, Randall sits). 

In 1900 Charles Bullock died (you will 
remember that he was Mr. Edmund Crenshaw's partier. 
in their Pharmaceutic enterprise on Arch Street) 
and according to Vestry minutes of March 29, 1900, 
he was "the only remaining Vestryman who was such 
when the Church was organized more than twenty-six 
years agot, and in 1902 Mre Edward Bedlock died who, 
according to the Vestry minutes of June 3, 19C2, was 
“the last of the original members of the Vestry of 
Ste Peter's P, Es Church". | 

So we come to the Rectorship of Rev. 
Stewart Pegram Keeling. 

Mr. Keeling (later D.D.) is described by 
various members of our Congregation today as being 
“the best preacher St. Peter's has ever had", as 
"dynamic", as a “pulpit thumper", as an "erudite 


gentleman, scholarly". 
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In the Will of Mr. Houston there was pro= 
vided the sum of $12C€C each year for the payment of 
a Curate, to assist Dr. Rumney. 

Our best known Curate was the Reve Je 
Marchant Hayman who came to assist Dr. Rumney in 1093 
and served our Parish until 1901, leaving then to 
become Rector of Ste Mark's Episcopal Church in Mauch 
Chunk, Pa. l 
| The Rev. Stewart Keeling became Curate of 
Ste Peter's in 19C1, and served as such until the 
death of Dr. Rumney in 1903, and at this point in 
time was chosen by the Vestry to become Rector of- 
the Parishe DE” 
As Curate, Dr. Keeling!ts salary - $10C.CO 
a month - had been supplied, as had the Rev. Hayman's. 
through that provision of Mr. Houston's Will which 
provided $12C0.0C per annum for an assistant to Dr. 
Rumney, as long as Dr. Rumney should be Rector of 
St. Peter's... This bequest ended with the death of 
Dr. Rumney in 1903. 

Mr. Stephen Greene then took up the payment 
of the Curate's salary, $12CC or more each year) | 
until the death of Mr. Greene in 1908. 
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‘Dre Keeling chose as his Curate the Reve 
Je Marchant Hayman in 1904, Mr. Hayman returned 
to Ste Peter's in that year, at a salary of $2100 
per annume This was not quite the salary he had 
been receiving at Ste Mark's, but there was the 
affection for Ste Peter's and perhaps Mauch Chunk, 
which could not have been much at that time, was 
not as suitable to the raising of the family as 
was Germantown; the Rev. Hayman served St. Peter's 
well as its assistant minister throughout the 


next ten years e 
Dre Stewart Pegram Keeling became Rector 


of the parish in 19Ch at the age of forty-two and — 


was to serve the Parish of St. Peter's for the 
next twenty-eight years, He had served parishes 
before, in Huntington, in Bedford and in Merwe 
Pennsylvania, He received his education at 
Harrisburg Academy, the Philadelphia Divinity 
School and Temple University. 

One of the first things he did was to 
write to Mr. John A. Parsons, president of the 
Phila. Traction Corp. requesting him to abate 
the nuisance and menace to life and limb of the 


rapid passage of ears on Wayne St. between 


Johnson and Chelten Aves 
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Dre Keeling was a vigorous walking man who 
spoke with convictions when he blessed the little 
children of Bluebell Hill and Roxborough, be they Jew, 
Catholic or Protestant, those children were blessed 
and they knew ite 

He was a King James Bible preaching man who 
believed every word of ite He was a rigid doctrina- 
rian and the people loved hime | 


His Congregation - artisans, professional 


‘people, business people, men, women and children - 


listened enrapt to his irrefutable logic, his fine 
voice. Rectors and Curates from all over the city 
came at times to hear and to honor hime 

Usually of sound judgment, he was: fallables 
in January of 192C he proposed to the Vestry that a 
new Nave to seat at least 7CC people be erected by 
the year 1923, The Vestry's approval was unanimous 


and hearty and it was decided to lay the matter 
before the congregation at the Parish Meeting. 
This was a case where the Congregation had 


more sense than the Rector and the Vestry put together. 
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But those were the days of Ste Peter's, 

and they were to last for many a yeare 
7 Our Church will seat CC quite cheba 

perhaps 5C( crowdinge It is true there were not | 
regularly more than 350 at any one service, only at 
Easter and Christmas Eve were there people in the 
aisles, but 2143 parishoners were pledging through 
envelopes and there were the pew rents beside, and 
attendance was highe 

Outreach, Social tia. We hear much 


of this today, as if it were a new thinge Well, in 
1917 the members of Ste Peter's Church were giving 


liberally to the Bethesda Home for Children, to the 
Whosoever Mission, Germantown Y.M.C.Ae, Germantown 
Hospital, Germantown Relief Association, Episcopal 
City Mission, Boys! Parlor on Penn Ste, Episcopal 
Hospital, House of Rest, Jewish Mission, Deaf and 
Dumb Mission, Foreign Missions, St. Barnabas Mission, 
Blind Soldiers in France, Red Cross. 

This was 1917 when the Church was closed 
for the winter, for lack of coal to heat ite 

True, they were not picketing for peace 

or marching for civil rights as perhaps they should 
aave been; they were just ~= givinge Sharing -= 


1s they always had beene 
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When Mr. Stephen Greene died in 19C8, Dre 
Keeling appointed Mr. Samuel W. Wray as Rector's 
Warden, who served faithfully and vigorously until 
his sudden death in 1915. Much was expected of a 
Warden and it seems that whoever the Rector, de 
chose well, and the Vestry well in its selection of 
Accounting Warden and of Secretarye | 

Mr. Samuel Bispham Bowen had been elected 
by the Vestry in 1895 to fill the vacancy caused by 
the death of Mr. HeH. Houston, and had been a 
stalwart member of the Vestry for the last twenty 
years; in 1915 Dr. Keeling chose him as his Wardene 

Mr. Bowen was l¡C years old when he came 
to the Vestry, and was 6C when chosen by Dre Keeling 
and served as Rector's Warden for the next twenty= 
eight years, sixteen of them under the Reve Keeling 
and twelve years under the Rev. Edward He Vogte 

Mr. Harry M. Staton was Choir Master and 
Organist for forty-one years, Mr. J. Lee Patton was 
Superintendant of the Sunday School for thirty-eight 
years, Mre Wallace He Shermer was Chime Ringer for 
twenty-six years, Mr. Edward Allen was Sexton for 
twenty-five years -= but no one ever beat Mr, 


Samuel Dispham Bowene 
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But how could Mr. Bowen be a member of 


the Vestry 8 consecutive years? 

Well, he was elected, at first, in 1095 
and at that time Vestrymen were elected by the 
Vestry ~~ not by the Congregation =- and any 
Vestryman when his term expired could be reelected 
by the Vestry, and if he were a good man, willing 
and able, he very often wase | 

In 1925 the Charter was amended so that 
all, or nearly a11, Church members could vote, 
and only the Rectoris Warden and Accounting Warden 
could be nominated for reelectione Mr. Bowen was 
appointed Rector's Warden by Tr. Keeling in 1916, 
and after the Charter was amended could be re- 
elected by the Congregation. He was, term after 
term and for the duration of each, chosen by Dre 
Keeling and later (1931) by the Rev. Edward Vogt 
to be the Rector's Warden. 

Me. Samual Bispham Bowen died in 193. 

Were he living today it is quite | 
possible that Mr. Bowen would be still the Rector's 


Wardene 


rr 
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Duplex Envelopes for offerings were used 
Nentatiyoly in lle During 1912 one hundred eleven 
contributors were using them, and in 1913 haa aes 
with pledging, was formally adopted. By 1915 there. 
were 216 pledging. 

| The 192C's were filled with small and large 
changes. for the Churchs: 
In 1920 Mr. Edward: A.. Groves died; he had 
Mr. J. Lee Patton 
was elected by the Vestry to Accounting Warden and 
Mr. Robert T. McCracken elected to fill the vacancy 
caused by the death of Mr. Groves. 


been Accounting Warden since 19C1, 


In 1921 roof tie-rods were installed across 
the ceiling area of the Church because Mr. Edward 
Allen had reported ominous creakings of the roof = 
to which the Congregation had listened. Mr. Wallace 
Shermer resigned as Chime Ringer after 26 years of 
chiming o | 

In 1922 there was the removal of the carr- 
jage shed and privye Plans were made for the purchase 
and installation of a new organe The Skinner Organ 
we enjoy today. Its cost was to be $1U,(CC; it ran 


a little higher. 
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In 1923 the Free Pew System was discussed 
by the Vestrye At that time St. Peter's and Calvary 
were the only Episcopal Churches in Germantown which 
were not "free". At St. Peter's the rental from 
pews was $6,600.CC anmally. 

In 192) and 1925 questionnaires were mail- 
ed at first to pew holders and seat holders, later 
to non-renterse Mr. Ho Bayard. Hodge supervised the 


poll. : 
Ry 1926 a summary of the canvass: 


"Replies received from pew renters 02% 
Of this 62%; 81% were in favor of free ENS : 
19% were not in favor. 
Replies received from non-renters 13% 


Of this 13%; 89% were in favor of free pens. 
0% were not in favor. 


3% were neutral. " 


Very many of the pew holders and. seat 
holders agreed, in addition to their pledges, to 
contribute their rentals, and many of the non= 
renters raised their pledges, the "plate" offering 
increased too; in 1927 there was no loss from 
becoming "Free Church", | 

In 1926 Mr. John Alcorn became the new 
Sexton, relieving Mr. Edward Allen after his 25 


years of servicos 
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In 1928 Mr. Louis B. Runk became a member 
of the Vestry. In the same year there was a strong 
move toward the consolidation of the parishes of Ste 
Peter's, Christ Church and Ste Michael's Church, 

Committees from the three parishes met forr 
times during 1920-1929. It is interesting to note 
that Mr. J. Lee Patton, reporting for Ste Peter's, 
said he had the real estate, exclusive of buildings, 
appraised by several real estate experts, who had 
given a land valuation of from $11C,CCC to $135,CCC 
for the ground alone. The buildings several years 
ago were appraised as follows: | 


The Church < $-68 ¿COO 
Rectory 10,000 
Parish House 50,CCC 
Other Buildings 2C,CCC 


Furniture, Chimes, Organ 25,CCC 
$-1739C660 
The consolidation of the three parishes was 
voted down by St. Peter's vestry and congregatione 


Perhaps by Ste Michael's and by Christ Church t00e 
In 1929, a move to merge with the Church of 


the Incarnation was definitely turned down ==- by 


parishoners of the Church of the Incarnatione 
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Ire Keeling had a prolonged illness in 
1927, and another in 1930; perhaps he had intimated 
to the Vestry that because of his failing health he 
could oe Lars eontinue the responsibilities of 
Rectorship, for in November of 193C the Rev. Edward 
He Vogt left the Rectorship of St. Wilfred's Church, 
Camden, to become the Assistant to Pr. Keeling and 


o upon Dre Keeling!s resignation in July of 1931 Mre 


Vogt was elected Rectore 
Dr. Keeling was elected Rector Emeritus 


= for lifes. fs a point of fact, Ir. Keeling started 
not driving himself as he had been wont to do, and 


was able to enjoy his retirement for twelve more 


years, until his death in 1943 at the age of 02. 
[re Keeling was a hard man to follow and 

when it came to preaching he was especially gifted. 

| Mr. Vogt inherited the Depression and 
worsening times, There was the Second World War, 
$00, of course, with 71 of our young people serve 
ing their - our =~ Country. 

| And with all of this, perhaps St. Peter's 
has not seen Mr. Vogt's equal as a Pastor to the 
Flock, and as an Administrator. 
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A great part of the history of a Church 
is its peoples And perhaps the greatest part of 
its people are its women. 

Sadly, in the Vestry Minutes can be found 
mention of only a few. Perhaps five of the manye 
In ninety three years, . 

| There will be occasions like "regarding 
the item of $2,000 for alterations to the Rectory, 
it was decided that this be omitted from the budget 
and the raising of the amount required for this 
purpose be placed in the hands of the ladies". 

Dut of the work of the women, those self. 
less, devoted women of the Altar Guild, the Lay 
and Evening huxiliaries, the Church School, the 
Mothers! -` Meeting, the Parish Welfare, the Choir 
Mothers, the Brownie Scout Troop, Laughters of the 
King, and moree No mention in the Vestry Minutes. 

Ste Peter's might have had a Fifth Anniver- 
sary without the unsparing work of its women, but a 
Twentyfifth? No waye . 

With an ammendment to the Charter in 1966 
there have been women on the Vestry; since then 
personal credit is given more frequently, although 
most often there is still "this matter to be placed 
in the hands of the ladies". 
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Turing the early years of the Depression, 
the Organist and Choir expenses were reduced from 
$6,000 to $2,000, $12,000 was borrowed from the 
Pennsylvania Company Banke The yearly budget was 
$7,000 lower for 1932 than it was for 1929. 

Then to help, $5,000 was received from 
the estate of Mrse Paul Sutro; half of this was used 
as a payment on the ‘loan, the other half toward de= 
fraying the cost of altering the old Sunday School 
room into a Chapel and Choir Room as a memorial to 
Martha Wheatley Sutros Thus the Chapel of the Good 
Shepherd came into being. In order to complete it, 
the organ, altar rail, lamps, side windows, were 
all donated by members of the Congregation to. the 
Glory of God, in memory of loved ones departed. 

Me. Vogt was the first Rector to serve 
entirely without a Curate, and for several years 
without so much as a Secretary. Mrs. Vogt was 
working nearly as harde 

In 1937 the position of Secretary was 
offered to Miss Anna Dames at $6C per month; this 
ereatly eased the burden of the Vogts and did much 
to preserve their health and strength. Miss Downes 
served St. Peter's in full measure and was Parish . 


Secretary until her death in 1963. 
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Never did a Vestry work more diligently for 
its Rector and its Church than did the Vestries of 
the '30s and early 'l¡0s. Mr. Joseph Shoemaker, Mre 
Herbert Syle, Mre McCracken, Mr. Bissell, others e 
All so recently with us, | 


Mre Vogt, Rector, Pastor of the Flock, Ad- 
ministrator, inspired loyalty, and Mrs. Vogt Joves 


_ Every Member Canbasses -~ one conducted by 
Mr. William S. Sibson and Mr. John Naegele Jre was 
particularly successful; it added $500 yearly to the 
income of the Church - were held every second year = 
and there were Holiday Marts, the Bazaars, the Church 
Suppers. And the Congregation, always the wonderful 
Congregationt......... 

A11 through the war years times were hard 
at St. Peter's. There were many shortages during 
those dark times but they were minor compared to the 
absence of so many of our young members, Seventyone 
of our young men and women served and two were to die 
es». e Samuel Fleming and Russell Palmer. 

Our prayers of Thankfulness for the return 
of so many have been repeated often for they have 
served St. Peter's faithfully. Some are members of 
our Vestry todaye 

- And yet twice more the youth of St. Peter's 
would serve in the Korean conflict and in Vietname 
Prayers for peace have been always a part of our 
Services and of our daily livese We join together 
today in asking that the still small flickering 
light of peace overcome the darkness of ware 


« SO os 


A great help financially at the war's 
ending came in the legacies to St. Peter's from 
the estates of Mr. Bowen and Dr. Keeling ~- 
$10,000 in éach case ==- and with a measure of 
relief our Church could face the coming decade e 

New members had been added to the Vestry 
in the O's: Mr. E.D. Wilson, Mr. William Alcorn, 
Dr. Hartung, the Honorable John W. Lord, Mre 
Robert Hutchinson, Mr. Donald Hilsee, Mr. Gillingham 
Flack to join the stalwarts Mr. McCracken, Mre Syley, 
Mre Runke | 

On August 28, 1954, Mr. Vogt suffered a 
coronary thrombosis which so damaged his heart 


that he could no longer continue as Rectore 
A letter from Mr. McCracken to Mre Vogt 


says, in part, “you have built up a spirit of cane 
araderie among the people of Ste Peter's which 1 
do not remember ever to have existed beforee The 
affection in the Parish for you and Mrse Vogt is- 
something which would be impossible for me or any- 
one else to appraise or describe. May I add a 
personal word. From the moment that you took 
charge, 1 have known that we had a first class 
captain of our shipe I have never worried about 


its coursee I hope and pray that we can secure 


another." 
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In part, a letter to Mr, McCracken, Rector's | 
Warden, from Margaret Crenshaw Hodge, dated September 
27, 1954, “...I have attended St. Peter's ever since 
it was built - some 80 years ago ~ and I have worked 


under three of its Rectors. In all these years the 


churchmanship has remained about the same =- we have 
had what might be called a good, plain, medium service 
Many of us hope that you will choose a goIENA l 
Churchman. There are still some medium clergymen left 
and it is our hope that you will find one for Ste. 
Peter's.s I hope you will not think I am being officious 
but St. Peter's means so much to me that I have dared 
to intrude," | | 

By “medium" service, “medium clergymen, Mrse 
Hodge meant neither too high church, nor too lowe At 
that time there were no trial liturgies and modern 
Seabury Press material for promoting better Christian 
Education and spiritual growth, but it can be assumed 
that had there been Mrs. Hodge there would still have 
been the continuation of the "medium" service, "medium! 
clergymane And so with the entire Congregatione 

There were six clergymen who were seriously 
considered by the Vestry to fill the vacant Rectorshipe 
Two very seriously indeed. eccsecce 
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The Reve Warren Hirst. Davis accepted the 
Rectorship of Ste Peter's Church, offered to him 
by a unanimous vote on the part of the Vestry, and 
the approval of Bishop Hart. 

Mr. Davis commenced his ministry at Ste 
Peter's on January 1, 1955. Mr. Davis, following 
the Processions at his services was scarcely, in 
appearance, distinguishable from the Acolytes. He 
was 27, fresh from chaplaincy of the Seamen's Church 
Institute, a graduate of the University of Pennsyl- 
reais and the Philadelphia Divinity School. 

The new Rector and Mrs. Davis were warmly 
received by the Congregation = there were approx= 
imately. 275 present at the reception in the Parish 
House in honor of Bishop Hart and Mr. & Mrs, Davis, 
following the Service of Institution, Janel2, 1955. 

In the ten years of Mr, Davis! Rectorship 
of St. Peter's parish, Mrs. Hodge's hope =-= and she 
spoke for the Congregation -- was fulfilled. 
"Medium Service, "Medium" Clergymane They were 
good yearSe 

The Parish Welfare had been formed and 
in 1945 the tQuaintance Club with their fund raising 
ability - exercised through Church Suppers, Bazaars, 


Fairs - much needed operating expenses were mete 
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Through the imagination and hard work of 
members of these and like organizations, Mre Daris 
could bring to Ste Peter's the Germantown Play Groap © 
in 1955 - a teacher/parent cooperative preschool 
that was with us until 1971 - and Alcoholics Anony= 
mous in 1961, still meeting in our Parish House 
each Monday night of the year. 

Now, on the last Sunday of the year, this 
History of St. Peter's Church, German town, must ende 
| The events and the people of the early 
years of our Church have been emphasized. Those 
following our Seventy-fifth Anniversary Celebration 
need further coverance: the history of the years of 
the Rectorship of the Rev. Warren Davis has been 
just touched upon, those of his Successor, the Reve 
Richard McKelvey, and of our last three years with- 


out a Rector but with a Priest giving part time are 
yet to be written. 

There is so much within the last twenty 
years to be covered. The Minutes of the Vestry 
meetings, the remembrances of our present congrega=- 
tion - without which this History could not have 
been written = are available and will be used to 
tell of the events, of the people, of St. Peter's 
last twénty years until its present one, the year 


of our One Hundredth Anniversary. 


